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THE PROBLEM OF PROFILE EDUCATION IN PEDAGOGICAL THEORY AND
PRACTICE IN THE HIGHLY DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

The article deals with the problem of profile education in pedagogical theory and
practice of developed countries of the world, analyzes the level of education and prepa-
ration of students to the process of obtaining professional skills in higher education in-
stitutions. Specific training programs have been identified and thoroughly reviewed, a
list of subjects has been studied and the number of hours has been allocated according
to the wishes and areas of education of the various educational systems. The authors of
the article examined and analyzed the problem of profile training in several countries.
For example, in the USA, France, Germany and Israel public schools, there may be several
curriculum options that are based on a basic curriculum, based on the age characteris-
tics of the students and the number of hours taught. The schools themselves choose the
curricula, taking into account the specific composition of the students. For each subject,
a curriculum is developed that defines its content, sections, topics, types of work, illus-
trative material, etc.
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Anomayis. /loeymina H. B., J/le6ids JI. I1. [Ipo6aema npodi/ieHO20 HABYAHHS
y nedaczoezivHiil meopii ma npakmuyi mMix@cHapoodH020 0c8iMHbL020 npocmopy. B
cmammi po32450aemubcsi npobaema npo@PizibHO20 HABYAHHS 8 nedazozivHill meopii ma
npakmuyi po386UHymux KpaiH ceimy, npogedeHo aHa/1i3 pigHs1 HABYAHHS ma nid2omos-
Ku cmydeHmie do npoyecy ompuMaHHs NpogecitiHux yMiHb ma HABUYOK Y 8UWUX 30-
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K/aadax ocgimu. BuokpemieHo ma demasibHO po32AsiHYymMo cneyiaabHi npo2pamu 0415
HAaBYAHHS1, 00CAI0xHCEHO nepeik npedmemie ma po3nodija Kiibkocmi 200uH 8i0no8idHO
do nobajxcaHb ma HANpsIMKI8 HA84aHHS pI3HUX cucmem ocgimu. Aemopamu cmammi
pO32/15HYmMo ma npoaHa.nizoeaHo npobsaemy npo@piibHo20 HABYAHHS OEKIIbKOX KOH-
KpemHux kpaiH. Hanpuksaod, y depaycasHux wkosaax CLIA, Ppanyii, Himeuuyunu ma I3pa-
inro modice icHyeamu deki/ibka eapiaHmie Ha84a/1bHUX N/IAHIB, iX CK/1a0armb Ha 0OCHO8I
63308020 NAIAHY 3 YPAXYyBAHHAM 8IKOBUX 0c06.AUB0CMell Y4HIB | KIAbKOCMI HAB4A/AbHUX
200uH. lllkosu cami subuparomes Ha84a/bHI NAAHU U NPo2pamu, Npu YboOMy 8paxoey-
embcs cneyugika ckaady yuHis. /] KOXHO020 HA84a/AbHO20 npedMema po3pob/1semeo-
CS1 HABYA/bHA NPO2PAMA, WO 8U3HAYAE 11020 3micm, po30diau, memu, sudu po6bim, in-
cmpamueHutl mamepia mouwo.

Kawuoei caoea: npogeciiina ocgima, Hag4aabHUll N/AAH, KOHKpemMHI Ha84a/abHi
npozpamu, Hayka, hpo@isbHe HABYAHHS, COYiAIbHI HAYKU, 3A2A/1bHO0CBIMHI WKOAU,
npogiabHa oceima 8 depircasHux wWKo1ax, nedazoeivHull aHa.is, oceima, pizHi oceimHi
cucmemu, 3micm, po30iau, memu, 8udu pobomu, cepedHs WKO.1d, HA84A/1bHI NPO2paMu,
IHmezpayis nioxio, memodu, no6ydoe8a oc8IMHb020 3Micmy, 0C8IMHBLOI 2a.1y3i - akade-
MIYHOI Yyu npodghecitiHoi.

Relevance of the research topic

It is important and up-to-date for modern pedagogical science to study the ten-
dencies of development of the international educational space, the peculiarities
of their influence on different educational systems in all parts of the world. Many
Ukrainian scientists have carried out various comparative and pedagogical studies
of the educational realities of the highly developed countries of the world: the USA
(T. Koshmanova, Y. Guletska, A. Leshenko, T. Chuvakova, R. Roman); Great Britain (N.
Avseniuk, L. Pukhovska, Y. Kischenko); Germany (N. Abashkina, P. Sakun, M. Tikhonov);
France (0.Avksentyev, O.Alexieva, L. Ziazun); Canada (N. Mukan, Y. Lavresh).

Setting the tasks

To carry out profound scientific analysis of the problem of profile education in
foreign pedagogical theory and practice; identify progressive ideas and positive expe-
riences appropriate for use in the modernization of Ukraine's pedagogical education.

Research methods

For the purpose of the study the following methods were applied: study and anal-
ysis of philosophical, pedagogical, psychological, sociological, historical literature;
analysis of normative documents of education authorities, statistics; study and analy-
sis of the organization and content of profile training and studing.

Analysis of recent researches and publications

The basic principle of building a high school abroad is profile differentiation,
which involves a professionally oriented study of the cycle of the relevant profile of
subjects. All the profiles offered by the high school are reduced to two main directions
- academic (which opens the way to higher education) and vocational (which allows
to qualify for entering the labor market)! [1, p.65].

! Kravets V.P. History of Classical Foreign Pedagogy and Schooling: Educ. tool. for students. ped. teach.
40



Sophia Prima

Ne3 2020

It should be noted that, until recently, in many Western countries, there was a
rigid division between academic and vocational training. After choosing one of these
feilds, the transition to another became virtually impossible. One of the new trends
in the develpment of high school in this context is the integration of general and vo-
cational education, which means the disappearance of a rigid division between these
areas, flexible complementarity of content, the possibility of transition from one di-
rection to another, the prospect of higher special education for young people studying
for vocational direction [1, p.66].

There are several models of classification of the high school organization in the
world which are based on taking into account approaches to structural construction
and curricula, principles of formality or non-formal education.

The classification, based on a structural organization, involves two types:

1) the high school is structurally a part of the only secondary school - Spain,
Iceland, Portugal, Finland, Sweden;

2) the high school is structurally separated. Education at this level provided by
separate institutions (Italy, France, Greece, Norway).

Models based on the principles of constructing educational content are wide-
spread, which distributes approaches to the organization of studing on the principles
of integration and segregation.

Presenting the research statement

The integration approach (Austria, United Kingdom, Ireland, Spain, Norway,
Portugal, USA, Israel, Finland, etc.) provides a form of organization of education in
different directions and profiles in a single school structure (which may be part of
a single secondary school or exist separately. division), within which differentiation
occurs through the introduction of different courses, departments, sections and mod-
ules (academic, technological, artistic, professional)? [2].

In particular, in Austria there are academic departments and vocational courses,
in Spain - courses for four types of undergraduate or professional qualifications, and
in Portugal - academic and vocational courses. In Sweden, the senior school offers
17 national programs of study (3 years), 15 of which are vocationally oriented and 2
are academically oriented (to prepare for university studies). All of these programs
consist of an invariant (8 subjects), compulsory for all students to study (Swedish and
English, arts, physical education and health, mathematics, science, civics, religious ed-
ucation) and specialized subjects® [3].

Another approach to building the content of studing in high school is to divide
schools into different types, which organize separate profiles within one educatinal
area - academic or professional. This happens in:

- Greece (lyceums - academic area; vocational schools);

institutions. - T,, 1996. - 435 p.
2 Malkova S.A. School and pedagogy abroad. - M.: Enlightenment, 1983. - 191 p.

3 Likarchuk I. So that profiling does not become profanity: [History and present profile. Shk.] / Igor
Likarchuk // Rid. - 2003.- N2 6. - P. 5.
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- Denmark (grammar schools and higher preparatory examinations - academic
area; colleges - professional field);
- Italy (classical, natural sciences, artistic lyceums, technical and vocational

institutes);

- France (academic and technological lyceums - academic field; professional
lyceum);

- Hungary (secondary grammar schools, vocational high schools or vocational
schools);

- Japan (high schools, technology colleges) [3, p. 9].

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) proposes
to classify all types of high school curricula according to the principle of orientation
- to which one or another profile prepares. According to the International Standard
Classification of Education, all training programs are divided into:

- programs aimed at obtaining higher education and developing skills for obtaining
the highest level qualifications and conducting research (type A - higher education);

- programs intended for continuing education at the university level with mastery
of professional and technical qualifications (type B - higher education);

- programs designed to prepare young people to enter the labor market, to receive
post-secondary tertiary education [4].

It is interesting that the profile differentiation of the content of education in
American schools begins in high school, especially in the last grade with the introduc-
tion, in addition to compulsory, optional subjects.

At the senior level schools went through the introduction of various courses
and directions. There are three streams here: academic, general, and professional.
Students of the academic stream, depending on their profile, study physics, chemistry,
biology, algebra, geometry, foreign languages. On the practical one, such courses as
home economics, metalwork and joinery, typescript, etc. are studied.

There may be several curriculum options available in US and Israeli public schools,
based on a basic curriculum, on the age characteristics of the students and the num-
ber of hours taught. The schools themselves choose the curricula, taking into account
the specific composition of the students. For each subject a curriculum is developed
that defines its content, sections, topics, types of work, illustrative material* [4].

In recent years, there has been a degree of centralization of education in the United
States: first, federal guidelines are being developed, which are then adapted to the lo-
cal characteristics of the state and school district.

The basic curriculum determines the content of education by defining the sub-
jects of study, the number of hours per week, the weekly workload of students in each
class (minimum and compulsory, total number of academic hours). The structure of
the basic curriculum includes the invariant part (state component at the state level)
and the variant part (regional, school component). The invariant part makes it com-
pulsory to study the number of subjects that should ensure the attainment of educa-

* Okshina O.I. Foreign high school profile school: structural organization, content of education, ap-
proaches to assessment // Rod. shk. - 2004. - N2 4. - P. 65 - 67.
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tional level by each graduate from the school. The variative part extends the content
of students,general training provides hours for studying subjects and courses at the
choice of students, guarantees their individual development [3, p. 126].

The curriculum shows that, starting from the 9th grade, students receive the op-
portunity to study from 20 to 43% of the subjects on an elective basis, that is, to form
their own educational trajectory.

The main criterion in the selection of educational material is the relevance of the
content of the discipline to the students interests and needs. In 8-10 grades vocation-
al guidance is carried out, in 11-12 grades it is assumed mastery of students skills in
the field of their chosen profession. Relevance as a criterion for the selection of cours-
es and material helps to determine what knowledge, skills and competences should
be prioritized, what elements of learning are permanent.

In secondary school, which is the next stage of education after elementary school,
education is carried out on the principle: to transfer the basic knowledge necessary
for mastering a future profession or entering the university. Motivation is formed to
achieve the general educational level and further professional activity. The student,
with the help of teachers and parents, can choose the appropriate course, specific
subjects and the scope of their study.

The overall program includes three paralel courses: Simplified (adopted) for stu-
dents to work in the industry, normative (designed for general training without spe-
cialization), and in-depth (complicated), which provides in-depth study of a number
of subjects and prepares for university entry.

One of the important aspects of differentiation of the educational process is the
opportunity to study the subjects for choice. In the British school in the 70's - the first
half of the 80's for such subjects were given up to 50% of study time. The core sub-
jects (compulsory) included English language and literature, mathematics, religion,
physical education. In modern schools, optional study time is reduced to 30-40% of
all study time.

Since the 1970s, a comprehensive school has been expanding in England, with
children from the age of 11 are accepted. But in the school itself, children receive vari-
ous kinds of education by dividing into different areas of study. In the first and second
grades of the unified school, education is carried out according to a single curricu-
lum. The third class begins profiling. The course is presented in three departments of
grammar, modern and technical schools.

Differentiation in a unified school begins with the fourth grade of secondary
school (the age of students - 14 years), but some of its elements manifest themselves
in the second and third years of study: the most up-to-date students with marked lin-
guistic abilities are given the opportunity to study a second foreign language; in some
schools, the most capable students study biology, physics, chemistry, etc. instead of an
integrated science course.

Beginning from the IV grade, the profile differentiation of training becomes more
pronounced. The optional courses are grouped into blocks from which students can
choose specific subjects. Typically, schools offer 5 blocks of subjects.
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More capable students are able to study individual subjects, less capable - inte-
grated courses. Correctional courses are offered for non-trainees. Thus, depending
on their preferences and abilities, students may study either different sets of subjects
or courses in the same subject, but of varying complexity. Moreover, the blocks are
formed in such a way that, by selecting from each of 4 courses, the student will study
in a balanced curriculum, it is a set of optional subjects will include humanities, sci-
ence, physics, mathematics and practical blocks.

In addition, there are private elite schools - public scultures. In public, the differ-
entiation occurs in a similar way. But the proportion of compulsory subjects is much
higher here than in public schools.

An important role in the differentiation of teaching in the English secondary
school is regulated with the help of the exams that students take after completing
compulsory part-time and full-time high school. A year or two before graduating from
high school, depending on the results of the students, they divide those students who
will pass the exams and those who are not allowed. The exam papers are designed
for 7 levels of difficulty. The best students are allowed to take exams at a higher level,
while other students are given the opportunity to take exams according to their abil-
ity and performance. That is, students in the graduating class are divided into groups
by their ability to perform examinations of varying difficulty, and some students are
not allowed at all.

All English schools have a system of tutors and mentors, who are engaged in or-
ganizational and orientation work in a particular class. The majority of high schools,
in the third year of study (13 years of age), children begin to prepare for the choice
of subjects to study in grade IV. Orientation takes place in the lessons of individual
subjects, in the lessons of vocational guidance, in class meetings with the participa-
tion of a tutor and the head of the parallel. Much attention is paid to vocational train-
ing lessons. Vocational programs include information on the wider sphere of work,
on opportunities for higher and secondary special education students to receive. In
addition to directing students to the choice of a profession, after leaving school they
are assisted in choosing a particular direction of study, with part of the time spent on
vocational classes and at meetings for self-assessment of students who should char-
acterize their abilities in particular subjects, interests. inclinations to a profession and
other qualities.

Thus, differentiation of studing is based in English schools on the interests and
abilities of students, has different forms and character at different levels of studying.

The educational system in Poland provides for the organization of profile differen-
tiation of educational content by creating lyceums of several types. After graduating
from a single eight-year school, students enter a two-year vocational school or tech-
nical college, a professional lyceum with a term of study of 4-5 years, or a four-year
general education lyceum. There are general lyceums of four types: humanities, bio-
logical, chemical, mathematical and basic. The main lyceums include students who do
not have a clear interest or ability in a particular subject. The curricula of the lyceums

44



Sophia Prima

Ne3 2020

are generally the same, but the number of hours spent on studying the profile disci-
plines is different.

Therefore, profile education in Polish schools is ensured by choosing the type of
educational institution while preserving secondary schools for students with no ex-
pressed interests.

The analysis of the experience of profile differentiation of the content of education
in a foreign school shows that in our time in the world education system reforms are
carried out, which are aimed at creating favorable conditions for self-development of
students, opening their potential. Educational institutions in economically developed
countries have a set of fundamental subjects for all students, a list of subjects that are
compulsory for selection, and a number of optional courses that students choose. In
these countries, the development of education is traditionally followed by the intro-
duction of a wide variety of biases and trends, the profiling of learning.

The general trend is to expand learning profiles. In the upper classes, curricula are
drawn up by profiles. In many countries in the late XX - early XXI century. the key role
in personality development is played by the preparation of students for professional
choice, social and family life, continuation of education in higher education institu-
tions and self-education.

In economically developed countries, high school is deeply differentiated. It com-
bines both elective (flexible) and selective (rigid) forms of differentiation; which con-
tributes to the development of students, self-realization and choice of life path [4].

Conclusions: A brief description of the differentiation of study at a foreign school
makes it possible to draw the following conclusions:

- general education at senior level in all developed countries is a profile, it is an
effective means of improving the quality of education, the development of students, to
meet their educational needs;

- As arule, profile education covers three, at least two, last years of schooling. The
variety of profiles and areas of study in the upper classes allows to take into account
the inclinations and abilities of practically all students, as well as the needs of the
state in different specialists;

- in most countries, reforms of recent years have introduced educational stand-
ards regardless of the profile of education (the "common core of education"), which
ensures the unity of the educational space of the country and includes educational
sectors and basic subjects of national and cultural significance;

- Countries with many years of specialized differentiation experience enter the
field of study only after schoolchildren have received a sufficient basic education and
become established in their slopes;

- the grounds for the profile differentiation of the content of education are the
main subject areas of knowledge and professional intentions of students;

- the abilities and inclinations of children can be taken into account not only when
choosing a study profile (or type of educational institution), but also during the course
of study due to the flexibility of curricula;
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- the number of differentiation directions that can be considered analogues of pro-
files is small. For example, two in English-speaking countries (academic and non-ac-
ademic), three in France (natural sciences, philology, socio-economic) and three in
Germany ("language - arts", "social sciences", "mathematics - technology" Basically,
all the diversity of profiles (sections, divisions, series, etc.) is reduced to two direc-
tions - academic (general) and practical (technological, pre-professional);

- the organization of profile training differs in the way of formation of the individ-
ual curriculum of the student: from a rather rigidly fixed list of compulsory training
courses (France, Germany) to the possibility of a set of many courses offered for the
whole period of study (England, Scotland, USA, etc.).. As a rule, students must choose
not less than 15 and no more than 25 courses of up to one semester; the number of
compulsory subjects (courses) at the senior level is substantially smaller compared to
the basic level. Among them there are mandatory natural sciences, foreign languages,
mathematics, native literature, physical culture;

- in many countries, the high profile school stands out as an independent type of
educational institution: lyceum - in France, high school - in Germany, "high" school - in
the United States;

- diplomas (certificates) for graduation from a senior (profile school) usually give
the right of direct admission to higher education institutions with some exceptions,
for example, in France admission to medical and military higher education institu-
tions is passed on the basis of entrance examinations;

- at the highest level of study in economically developed countries, as many cours-
es of study or continuation of education as possible through a wide system of educa-
tional institutions of various types are provided;

There are a number of subjects in the practice of a foreign school that combine
knowledge of different disciplines such as: English and Literature, Social Studies in-
cludes information on history, geography, ethnology and local history; natural sci-
ence, the basics of biology and hygiene; physics, chemistry, astronomy, biology. That
is, the integration of studing is closely linked to the profiling: the principles of human-
ism, democracy, openness, pragmatism, flexibility, pluralism are based on the goal of
high school activity. The adoption of these principles applies equally to the organiza-
tion and management of school education in Western Europe, its content, forms and
methods of teaching, upbringing and socialization of student youth.’ [5].

Conclusion

The problems of professional education in highly developed countries were ana-
lized and observed in this article. It deals with the percularity of profile education in
pedagogical theory and practice of highly developed countries of the world, analyses
of educational level and preparation of students to the process of obtaining profes-
sional skills in higher education establishments. Specific training programs have been
identified and thoroughly reviewed, a list of subjects has been studied and the num-

> Kravets N.L. Dis. Cand. ped. Sciences: 13.00.01; 2007.- 170s. Organization of profile training of high
school students in high schools in modern Germany. - P.39-40.
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ber of hours has been allocated according to the wishes and areas of education of the
various educational systems.
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